
 DRUG FREE COLLIER 
 

-- FACT SHEET -- 
 

Annual 

Budget:  $344,544 

 

Status: 501(c)3 non-profit 

 

Employees: Four Full-Time  

 

Offices:   5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, FL 34109  

6495 Taylor Rd, Naples, Fl 34109 

   

Description: Drug Free Collier is a coalition of parents, teachers, law enforcement, businesses, 

religious leaders, health care providers and other community activists working 

together to make the County a safe, healthy and drug-free place for our youth. 

 

Priorities related to juvenile substance abuse are identified by the coalition, and local 

conditions are addressed through ongoing collaboration of community partners.  

 

Prevention strategies for community-level change include: Increased awareness; skill 

building; social support; enhancing access/reducing barriers; changing consequences; 

and the development/enforcement of local policies.      

 

Distinction: Drug Free Collier is the County’s only organization tracking data related to juvenile 

substance abuse. 

 

Critical information is gathered from multiple sources and used to identify local 

trends.  Drug Free Collier engages all sectors of the community and ensures that all 

partners work together toward the common goal of a safe, healthy and drug-free 

community.  

 

Programs/ 

Affiliations: Operation Medicine Cabinet® is a program created and trademarked by Drug Free 

Collier to ‘take back’ unused prescriptions in the household.  Nationally recognized, 

Operation Medicine Cabinet® has collected over 7,000 lbs. of unused medication for 

safe disposal in Collier County alone since the program’s inception in 2007.  Items 

collected include over-the-counter cough syrup and also strong prescription pain pills 

often abused by both teens and adults.  There are now 11 permanent drop boxes 

conveniently located throughout Collier County. 

 

The C.O.R.E. Society (Character; Opposing Drugs; Responsible Choices & 

Expectations) is a social club offered to students in local middle and high schools 

with only one requirement for membership: Commit to being Drug Free!   Introduced 

in 2009, there are ten C.O.R.E. Societies throughout Collier County with more than 

400 student members at work to change teen perceptions about drug use and to 

proudly proclaim that “Everyone isn’t doing it!”  



Responsible Alcohol Vendor Training is a free program offered to vendors to identify 

best practices for preventing the sale of alcohol to minors.  Individuals who are 

convicted of selling alcohol to minors are court-mandated to take a four-hour course 

offered by Drug Free Collier. 

 

I.D. Scanners are provided free of charge by Drug Free Collier at community 

festivals where alcohol is sold to reduce human error when checking IDs.   

 

Community Awareness Meetings are held by Drug Free Collier throughout the year, 

reaching thousands of local residents with informative presentations by national and 

local experts to keep the community apprised of emerging drugs and trends.  

 

 

N.O.P.E. Candlelight Vigil was first organized in our community in 2009 to increase 

awareness about the impact of overdose deaths in Collier County.  Each ceremony 

allows participants to reflect on the lives lost and strives to open the doors to 

recovery for those struggling with addiction.  

 

Advocacy is an essential strategy used by Drug Free Collier for preventing teen 

substance abuse.  By exploring local policies and practices that better protect our 

children, Drug Free Collier is able to make a lasting impact. A prime example 

includes successful efforts by Drug Free Collier to advocate for a local ordinance that 

banned the sale of dangerous synthetic drugs that were once openly sold in Collier 

County.  
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DRUG FREE COLLIER 

 

-- HISTORY --  
 

 

 As a Collier County Circuit Court Judge, The Honorable Lauren L. Brodie witnessed a rising 

occurrence of drug offenses by teens and, sadly, pre-teens, being brought before her bench 

throughout the 1990s and into this century. 

 Committed to finding some kind of process or program to reverse this tragedy and its human, 

health and financial impact on Collier County, Judge Brodie began speaking to community leaders, 

parents, school principals, law enforcement, religious leaders, healthcare providers and business 

owners. 

In 2005, as a result of these talks, Drug Free Collier was born as a coalition non-profit 

501(c)3 corporation. 

From the beginning, several obstacles needed to be overcome before the organization could 

be recognized as legitimate and fund-raising could begin.  The most persistent of these was a naiveté 

and, in many cases, a willful denial that drugs were being used by all but a handful of the youth in 

Collier County. 

Nor did most adults realize the range of drugs being used.  Everything from marijuana to pills 

to heroin – all of it easily acquired.  Indeed, most parents could not fathom that they themselves were 

supplying their own children with powerful pain killers and other drugs in the form of prescription 

medicine stolen from their own medicine cabinets. 

Finally, of those who did acknowledge these facts, many were resigned to a hopelessness that 

nothing could be done to insure a lasting change, at least not among a large enough audience to make 

a meaningful difference. 

All of these – naiveté, denial, resignation and hopeless – persist to this day, compounding the 



challenges of educating the citizenry with the goal of eliminating drug use in the first place. 

To raise awareness and to establish a means for intervening and preventing drug use, Drug 

Free Collier established several initiatives including Operation Medicine Cabinet®, C.O.R.E., and 

N.O.P.E.  (See full descriptions in Fact Sheet) 

Judge Brodie and the Drug Free Collier board realized also that the issue of education and 

prevention needed to occur not just from the youths’ point of view, but from the perspective of the 

community at large.  For this reason, Drug Free Collier initiated several Community Awareness 

presentations by experts and also began promoting the use of Alcohol Vendor Training, and ID 

Scanners.  (Again, full descriptions in Fact Sheet). 

Gradually, as awareness grew, so did revenue from fundraising and valuable in-kind services 

to promote the ongoing work of the coalition. 

Today, with over 600 Drug Free Collier volunteers and friends, community awareness is 

finally beginning to build with the formation of new partnerships and the development of strategies 

to advance the organization’s mission.   

While illegal drug use persists, Drug Free Collier stands as the best hope for preventing the 

use of drugs by young people in Collier County. 

Research shows that for every $1.00 invested in prevention, up to $18 could be saved in 

related health costs, criminal and juvenile justice costs, educational costs, and lost productivity.* 

*From the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.  (2007). 

http://store.samhsa.gov/shin/content/SMA07-4298/SMA07-4298.pdf, p. 1, 2. 
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DRUG FREE COLLIER 
 

-- GOVERNING BOARD -- 
 

President, Dr. Frank Nappo, Past President, Naples Art Association 

Vice President, Rey Pezeshkan, President & CEO, PK Studios 

Treasurer, Lawrence Hulbert, Senior Vice President, BB&T 

Secretary, Brian Goguen, Chief Operating Officer, Barron Collier Companies 

Past-President, Chief Scott Salley, Retired, Collier County Sheriff's Office 
 

Russell Budd, Owner, PBS Contractors 

Vin DePasquale, Owner, Dock 5, Inc. 

David Dorlé, President, Dorlé Communications 

 Richard Molloy, Partner, Florida Gulfshore Capital  

Dr. Jeffrey Panozzo, Chair, Emergency Medicine/NCH; Medical Director/North Naples Fire & Rescue 

Rey Pezeshkan, President  & CEO, PK Studios 
Dave Dettloff, Financial Advisor, Private Wealth Mgmt., Robert W. Baird & Company 

Mimi Scofield, Managing Partner, Banyan Marketing 

Dave Weston, Chief Operating Officer, Naples Lumber & Supply Co. 
 
 

-- COALITION COUNCIL BOARD – 
 

Kirt Anderson, Pastor, Naples Community Church 

Lori Burke, Program Specialist, Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

Heather Burton, Director of Clinical Services, Hazelden 

Reg Buxton, Publisher, Life in Naples 

Dave Dettloff, Financial Advisor, Private Wealth Management, Robert W. Baird & Company 

Beth Jones, Captain, Collier County Sheriff’s Office  

Stacey Kling, TOP Facilitator, Children’s Network 

Susan Kimper, Director, Psychiatric Medicine NCH Healthcare System 

Jinx Liggett, Executive Director, Youth Haven 

Lisa Morse, Community Liaison, Collier County Public Schools 

Frank Nappo, Past President, Naples Art Association 

Jorge Aguilera, North Collier Fire & Rescue 

Tom Brady, Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Jessica Cullen, David Lawrence Center 

Tracy Colleran, Owner, Straighten Up 

Pam Edlund, Grace Place 

Robert Ostbye, Department of Health 

Nicole Papageorge, WINK News 

Kaitlyn Soukup, Youth 

Laarni West, Department of Health 

Noemi Fraguela, Collier County EMS 

 

 

 

Drug Free Collier has many Coalition Members who attend meetings and participate in active 

committees. 



 

-- COALITION STAFF – 
 

Melanie Black, Executive Director, Drug Free Collier 

Ana DiMercurio, Assistant Director, Drug Free Collier  

Katherine Gutierrez, C.O.R.E. Coordinator, Drug Free Collier 

Carly Gibbs, Development Assistant, Drug Free Collier 



 
 


